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Sinclar Group a PowerSmart leader 
 
The common sense practice of saving money by curtailing energy use has become second nature for sawmills and plants 
run by Sinclar Group Forest Products Ltd. And it’s not gone unnoticed. BC Hydro, through its biennial recognition 
programs, has acknowledged the Sinclar Group operations for their best-in-class energy management and conservation 
practices. 
 
In 2010, BC Hydro recognized Sinclar with a PowerSmart Leader award. It was based on the Sinclar plants’ collective 
ability to slash energy consumption by about 25 per cent in 18 months. This was achieved by applying and combining a 
couple of Sinclar’s guiding principles. The first was paying attention to small details. Most of the energy savings achieved 
were of the little here/little there variety which collectively became significant. 
 
The second applied principle was tapping into the mill workers knowledge and experience of their working environments. 
As Sinclar declares on its website: “Valuable ideas can emerge from day to day experiences in the field and on the shop 
floor. Therefore, we encourage a culture of creativity and innovation among our staff.” 
 
That same “creativity and innovation” was evident with some of the safety design features that have been incorporated 
into the new Lakeland sawmill. No-one knows better than the employees the places where potentially hazardous sawdust 
collects around their work stations and how best to eradicate or control it. 
 
BC Hydro recognized the Sinclar Group again in 2012, that time with a Leadership Excellence Award. The same award 
came Sinclar’s way again in 2014. “The Sinclar Group has demonstrated strong leadership in the sawmill industry, with 
its innovative project to generate electricity by burning waste wood at its Nechako Lumber plant,” noted BC Hydro when 
announcing the award. “Over the past two years, Sinclar has achieved a 30 per cent savings in both avoided and actual 
energy usage.” 
 
The utility also credited Sinclar’s appointments of dedicated energy managers through the years and “energy champions” 
in each mill or plant to help drive energy savings projects. BC Hydro also recognized Sinclar’s pioneer work among B.C. 
sawmills with LED lighting, another feature in the new Lakeland sawmill. 
 
DAGR Industrial Lighting, which specializes in rugged, high-performance LED lighting for industrial operations, 
supplied a range of energy-efficient bay lights and flood lights for the new Lakeland mill, all of which are certified for 
hazardous, dust-explosive environments. These lights will reduce energy consumption at the mill by approximately 75 per 
cent compared with traditional metal halide fixtures.  
 
BC Hydro is scheduled to acknowledge Power Smart leaders again in 2016. Don’t bet that the Sinclar Group won’t make  
it a four-timer.


